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Students will:   • Read multi cultural texts using active reading strategies

• Cite textual evidence to compare literary elements (central ideas or theme) in MLA format

• Create questions for Socratic Seminars

• Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific works with an 

emphasis on allusions

• Read and comprehend various types of literature (poems, plays, novels, short stories, non-fiction)

English 1 - 2 Quarter 4

Reading
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9 RL 1 Cite strong and 

thorough textual 

evidence to support 

Analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as 

well as inferences 

drawn from the text. 

(Level 4: Analyze, 

Create, Prove, 

Synthesize, 

Connecting Texts)

Source: ADE/ELA Committee

See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity

This standard requires students to analyze and support text meaning and messages, including 

reader inferences determined from the stated information, as well as reader interpretation of the 

author’s intent, even if it is not stated. The author’s use of literary elements to communicate 

his/her ideas or messages is the basis of this standard. Students will recognize the impact of the 

author’s use of literary elements in RL Standard 1, 9-10 in the development of a text. 

• Teachers include multi-culturally diverse texts, including non-print or visual texts.

• Teachers can access additional comparisons for literary elements from an adopted anthology.

• Teachers familiarize students with MLA or APA style manuals in book or electronic format for 

supporting and citing sources. 

• Teachers will use a variety of active reading strategies such as Direct Reading-Thinking Activities 

(DRTA) and Question/Answer Relationship (QAR).  

• Teachers use Socratic Method and cooperative learning approaches. 

• Students will compare and contrast works within literary genres that share similar themes. 

Compare an autobiography such as Val Plumwood’s “Being Prey” to a short story such as Ray 

Bradbury’s “A Sound of Thunder” to synthesize knowledge and ideas. 

• Students will cite relevant examples from the text to clearly support their analysis.

* Continued on the next page. 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, & 

Assessments

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fFresh&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fFresh&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fFresh&Folder


G
rad

e

C
lu

ster

Stan
d

ard

Common Core 

Standards
Explanations & Examples

HUSD 

Materials, 

Resources, & 

Assessments

• Students will consider the structural features of the short story, plays, poems, or novels as they 

make comparisons. Compare plot and setting in short stories such as Stephen Vincent Benet’s “By 

the Waters of Babylon” and Richard Erodes’ and Alfonso Ortiz’s “Coyote Kills the Giant.” Or 

compare characters in stories such as Sandra Cisneros’s “Papa Who Wakes Up in the Dark” with 

Langston Hughes’ “Mother to Son.”

• Students will use electronic or paper graphic organizers such as Venn Diagrams for text 

comparison.

Connections:

ETHS.S1C2.02, SSHS.S2C2.03

Collaborate

Grade 10 Unit 1

o After reading the play The Post Office by Rabindranath Tagore, answer these questions: What 

does Amal teach the other characters in the play? Do these teachings reflect the values of 

Confucianism or Taoism? Write an essay using at least three pieces of textual evidence to support 

an original thesis. 

(RL.9-10.1, SL.9-10.1, W.9-10.2,W.9-10.9)
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9 RL 2 Determine a theme or 

central idea of a text 

and analyze in detail 

its development over 

the course of the text, 

including how it 

emerges and is shaped 

and refined by specific 

details; provide an 

objective summary of 

the text. (Level 3: 

Assess, Critique, 

Develop a Logical 

Argument, Revise, Cite 

Evidence, 

Differentiate)

Source: ADE/ELA Committee

See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity

This standard focuses on the directives given and additionally expects students to develop 

structured mental, oral, or written summaries of texts and write to learn in order to delineate 

complex relationships among supporting ideas, key ideas, and themes from RL Standard 1.

Once students determine a theme or central idea, they will move on to identify how an author’s 

development of the text advances the work’s theme.

• Teachers will use a variety of active reading strategies such as Directed Reading-Thinking 

Activities (DRTA), Question/Answer Relationship (QAR), and dramatic reading/interpretation.

• Teachers can access their adopted anthologies or on-line resources to find examples of selections 

for the analysis of central idea and theme using authors such as Shakespeare, Homer, Collins, 

Updike, Frost, Achebe, Dickinson, Wiesel, and Angelou. 

• Students will determine a theme or central idea through a scaffold process focused on 

understanding the literary elements from RL Standard 1. 

• Students will identify how an author’s choice of words and imagery set the tone and advance a 

work’s theme. Students will compare and contrast the illustration of the same theme in two 

different literary genres, using structural features as the basis for the comparison (e.g., novel and 

play, poem and short story).
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http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fFresh&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fFresh&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fFresh&Folder


G
rad

e

C
lu

ster

Stan
d

ard

Common Core 

Standards
Explanations & Examples

HUSD 

Materials, 

Resources, & 

Assessments

• Students will develop structured mental, oral, or written summaries of texts in order to explain 

complex relationships among supporting ideas, key ideas, and themes. 

• Students will use Socratic Method and cooperative learning strategies along with discussion 

boards when available for communicating ideas. 

• Students will use electronic or paper reading response journals, graphic organizers and Cornell 

notes to demonstrate comprehension skills.

Connections: 

ETHS.S2C1.02, ETHS.S3C1.05, ETHS.S6C1.03

Oral Presentation

Grade 10  Unit 3

Choose a poem that you have read and recite it from memory. 

Include an introduction that discusses:

• Who wrote the poem?

• When it was written (i.e., historical context)?

• What is the theme or central idea? 

• How has the poet used specific details and/or poetic devices to bring out the theme?

(RL.9-10.2, SL.9-10.4, SL.9-10.6)
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9 RL 3 Analyze how complex 

characters (e.g., those 

with multiple or 

conflicting 

motivations) develop 

over the course of a 

text, interact with 

other characters, and 

advance the plot or 

develop the theme. 

(Level 4: Analyze, 

Create, Prove, 

Synthesize, 

Connecting Texts)

Source: ADE/ELA Committee

See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity

In this standard, students will explain and compare the different roles and functions that characters play 

in text (e.g., antagonist, protagonist, hero). They will also interpret the methods of characterization 

listed in RL Standard 1 to describe nuances of character and how characters advance the plot.  

• Teachers can use Socratic Method and cooperative learning approaches.

• Teacher will use a variety of active reading strategies such as Directed Reading-Thinking Activities 

(DRTA), Question/Answer Relationship (QAR), and/or dramatic reading/interpretation.

• Teachers can access their adopted anthologies to find examples of selections for the analysis of 

character development. 

• Students will identify types of characters: protagonist, antagonist, round character, flat character, static 

character, and dynamic character.

• Students will recognize a character’s motivation and how a writer reveals a character through direct 

and/or indirect characterization.

• Students can access visuals (e.g. photos, paintings, etc.) electronically to demonstrate elements of 

characterization. 

• Students can use electronic and/or paper graphic organizers such as tables (see below) and Venn Diagrams 

can be utilized for the analysis of characters. 

Character detail Text My inference

Character’s appearance  

Character’s dialogue  

Character’s actions  

Character’s thoughts  

Other characters’ reactions  

Connections:

SSHS.S2C2.03, ETHS.S1C4.01, ETHS.S6C1.03
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http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fFresh&Folder
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9 RL 9 Analyze how an 

author draws on and 

transforms source 

material in a specific 

work (e.g., how 

Shakespeare treats a 

theme or topic from 

Ovid  or the Bible or 

how a later author 

draws on a play by 

Shakespeare). (Level 

3: Assess, Critique, 

Develop a Logical 

Argument, Revise, Cite 

Evidence, 

Differentiate)

Source: ADE/ELA Committee

See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity

The focus of this standard is on allusion and the students’ understanding of the traditions, themes, 

and issues of a work’s literary era that can then be applied and analyzed against a more 

contemporary text.  Students use allusion to Scylla and Charybdis from the Odyssey as choosing 

between “A rock and a hard place” and compare it with Sting’s song “Wrapped Around my Finger.”

• Students identify allusion to Absalom (from the Bible) as found in Faulkner’s Absalom, Absalom! 

• Students discuss Shakespeare’s use of historical sources to create the English history plays (e.g., 

Tudor versus the earlier Plantagenet in Richard II).

• Students keep electronic or paper double entry journals or reader-response journals to record 

their connections. 

Connections:

ETHS.S6C1.03, SSHS.S2C1.06

Source: commoncore.org
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9 RL 10

By the end of grade 9, 

read and comprehend 

literature, including 

stories, dramas, and 

poems, in the grades 

9–10 text complexity 

band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed 

at the high end of the 

range.

Source: ADE/ELA Committee

See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity

• Teachers can incorporate literature circles, DRTA (Directed Reading-Thinking Activities), SQ3R 

(Survey, Question, Review, Recite, Repeat), graphic aids, think- and read-aloud stories, and other 

active reading strategies to help students understand text.

• Teachers use formative assessment to determine comprehension and possible need for 

additional instruction.
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9 RI 10

By the end of grade 9, 

read and comprehend 

literary nonfiction in 

the grades 9-10 text 

complexity band 

proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed 

at the high end of the 

range.  

Source: ADE/ELA Committee

See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity

• Teachers introduce students to and instruct them in both informational and functional texts with 

appropriate complexity at each grade to facilitate comprehension at the high level of the grades 9-

10 complexity band by the end of grade 10. 

• Teachers incorporate a variety of reading comprehension strategies such as literature circles for 

informational text, directed reading-thinking activities, SQ3R, graphic aids, think and read-aloud 

stories, and other active reading strategies. 

• Teachers can access examples of nonfiction texts in various anthologies.

• Teachers provide a variety of functional texts from real life such as instructional manuals, memos, 

business letters, warranties, drivers’ manuals, workplace documents, schematic diagrams. 

• Students will use the presented strategies to deconstruct and analyze the intended message in 

various examples of informational and functional text.

• Students will use electronic and/or paper graphic organizers to deconstruct informational and 

functional text for comprehension. 

• Students will access online or paper manuals to understand features of specific programs, 

products, etc. 

Connections:

SCHS.S1C1.01, SCHS.S1C3.03, SSHS.S1C1.2.01 and 05, SSHS.S1C10.01 and 02, SSHS.S2C9.05, 

SSHS.S4C1.02 and 04, ETHS.S3C1.03, ETHS.S6C1.01
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